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least 25 per cent of the wages of any 
person for the payment of all just debts 
incurred. 

Numerously signed. 
Referred to ·Committee on Constitu

tional Amendments. 

By Sena tor Peeler: 
Hon. J. L. Peeler, Austin, 'fexas. 

Respected Sir: We, tl1e undersigned 
electors in this voting precinct, hereby 
respectfully request you to exert yo';lr 
efforts and influence to the utmost in 
submitting the question of State wide 
prohibition to a referendum vote of the 
people of Texas. 

There are about as many antis here 
:as pros, but both sides want this ques
tion settled. 

Therefore, we expect you to exert 
your influence in passing upon this im
portant question as .early as possi~le 
durina the next session of the Leg1s
latur:. We all think it is best to take 
this question out of politics, inasmuch 
-as it will, if not speedily settled, create 
confusion world without end, and event
ually dynamite some of you officeholders. 

Referred 
No. 1. 

Numerously signed. 
to Judiciary Committee 

• ----
FOURTH D.l\Y. 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, 

Friday, .January 15, 1909. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment, 
Lieutenant Governor l'i... B. Davidson in 
the chair. 

Roll call, quorum present, the follow
ing Senators answering to their names: 

Adams. 
Alexander. 
Brachfield. 
Bryan. 
Cofer. 
Greer. 
Harper. 
Hayter. 
1Iolsey. 
1Iudspeth. 
Kellie. 
Masterson. 
Mayfield. 
Meachum. 
Murray. 

Hume. 

Paulus. 
Peeler: 
Perkins. 
Real. 
Senter. 
Stokes. 
Sturgeon. 
Terrell of Bowie. 
Terrell of 

McLennan. 
'1'11omas. 
Veale. 
Ward. 
Watson. 
"vVeinert. 

Absent. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. H. 1M. 
Sears. 

Pending tl1e reading of the Journal 
of yesterday, on motion of Senator 
Terrell of Bowie the same \Vas dispe11se<l 
with. 

PETITIONS AND l\1E:~10RIALS. 

See Appendix for all petitions and 
memorials. 

OO"NlJMI'fTEE REP·ORTS. • 

See Appendix for all con1mittee re
ports. 

BI~LS AND RESOLUTI10NS. 

By Senator 'ferrell of Bo,vie: 
Senate bill No. 41, A bill to be entitled 

''An Act to amend Article 1194 of 
ChJ,pter 4 of Title 30 of tl1e Reviserl 
Ci\'il Statutes of th•l State of Texas, and 
p1·0,riding for an emergency.'' 

Read first time, and referred to Judi
ciary Committee No. 1. 

By Senators Mayfield and Meachum: 
Senate bill No. 42, .<\. bill to be entitled 

''An Act to prohibit the buying and 
selling of pools or receiving or making 
bets on horse racing; to prohibit tl1e 
leasing of premises for pool rooms, and 
to provide a penalty for its violation. 
and to repeal the act approved May 2, 
190.5, and publisl1ed and known as 
Chapter 165 of t11e laws of the Regu
lar Session of the Twenty-nintl1 Legis
lature, entitled ',An Act to amend Sec
tions 1, 2 and 3, and adding tl1ereto 
Sections 4 and 5 of Cl1apter 50 of the 
General La"'S of Texas, passed at the 
/Regular Session of the Twe11ty-eightl1 
Legisla.ture, entitled ''An Act to pro
hibit the b11ying and selling of pools or 
receiving or making bets on horse rac
ing; to prol1ibit leasing pre1nises for 
pool roo111s and to provide a penalty for 
its violation," prohibiting l1orse racing 
ancl betting on horse racing on S11nclay,' 
and cleclaring an emerg·ency.''' 

Read first time, and referred to Judi
ciary Committee No. 2. 

By Se11ator Kellie: 
Senate bill No. 43, A bill to be e11titled 

''An Act to autl1orize tl1e co111n1issioners 
courts of the several co11nties of Tex:1s 
to create a11d establisl1 navigation di;;-.. 
tricts; to improve rivers, creel's and 
streams; to construct and maintain 
canals and water\vays to per111it of na,·i
gation or in aid tl1ereof; to orller ancl 
hold elections for the p111·pose of voting 

-
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on tl1e establisl1ment of such districts 
and autl1orizing the issuance of bonds 
and levy of tax, and to issue bonds in 
1Jayn1ent for such improveinents, and 
tl1e maintenance tl1ereof, and to le>'Y 
and to collect taxes for the payment of 
s11cl1 lioncls a11d interest tl1ereon; to ap
point navig·atio11 a11d canal commission
ers of su.ch navigation districts for tl1e 
purpose of carr.}'ing into effect the pro
''isions of tl1is act; granting the right 
of e111inent clon1ain to such navigation 
districts or navigation and canal com
n1issioners, and autl1orizing the naviga
tion and canal cou1missioners to acquire 
by p11rcl1ase, gift or grant for such dis
trict title to any right of way and other 
property; a.11tl1orizing the navigation 
and ca11al commissioners to employ en
gineers, assistant engineers and other 
en·1plo3·es and to employ counsel; to 
e11ter i11to contracts for such im·prove
n1ents; to agree or co-operate with the 
Governn1ent of tl1e lTnited States, the 
proper clepartn1ent or officer thereof, for 
the carrying 011t of sucl1 improvement 
or tl1e s11pervisio11 of the san1e, and for 
all thing·s necessary for tl1e maintenance 
of s11cl1 districts according to the pro· 
''isions of tl1is act; repealing all la\VS 
and parts of la\vs in conflict here\vitl1, 
and declaring an emergency.'' 

Read first tin1e, ai1d referred to Com
mittee on 1\1.ining and Irrigation. 

B.}' Senator Hayter: 
Senate bill No. 44, A bill to be entitled 

".:\n Act to amend Chanter 39 of 
• 

tl1e General La\vs of tl1e Thirtieth 
I,egislature, entitled '-~n Act to prohibit 
and prevent ad11lteration, fraud and de
ception in the nianufacture of and sale 
?f articles . of food and drugs, prescrib
ing penalties for the violation of this 
act, ~o provide for the appointment of 
a Dairy and Food Comn1issioner and to 
define his po,vers and cl11ties, an'd to fix 
l1is con1pensatioi1, and to repeal all la\vs 
in conflict \vith. tl1e provisions of tl1is 
act. and declaring an emergency,' so as 
to 111ore perfectly pre\'ent tl1e manu
fact11!·e of, sale of, or offering for sale 
of 1111s'l1randecl or adulterated foods and 
clr1111·s, to pre\'ent the addition to foods 
o! any. ii:ij11~io11s clr11g or drugs or ar
ticles in.i11r1011s to l1ealtl1, to provide 
for a Dairy and Food Con1mission ancl 
prescrilJing its duties, and declaring an 
en1ergencv.-'' • • • 

Read first time, and referred to Com
u1ittee on P11blic Healtl1. 

By Senator Paulus: 
Se11ate bill No. 45, A bill to be entitled 

''An Act creating a special roacl la\v 
for La\'aca co11nty, and declarincr a11 

0 
emer.!Sency.'' 

Read first time, and referred to Com
mittee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 

By Senator Alexander: 

Senate bill No. 46, -~ bill to be entitlecl 
''An . -~~~ to an1end Article 402 of Chap
ter 6, Title 11, Penal Code of the State 
o~ Texas, as a1nended by Chapter 40 
of the Acts of the Regular Session of 
the T\venty-eightl1 Leg-isla tu re of ';he 
State of Texas, approved :M:arch 16 
'190~, ~elatir;g to unla,vfully selling in~ 
toxicat1D.g liquor, prescribin"' the pun
ish1nent t11erefor, and de~laring an 
emergency.'' 

Read first time, and referred to Judi
ciary Con1n1ittee No. 2. 

By Senator 'iVillacy: 

Senate bill No. 47, A bill to be entitled 
''An Act i11aking appropriation to pay 
the mileage and per diem of the Presi
dential Electors of Texas for the year 
1909, and declaring an emergency.'' 

Read first time, and referred to Fi
nance Committee • 

By Senator :M:asterson: 

Senate liill No. 48, A bill to be entitled 
''An Act to regulate certain traffic and 
freight rates of certain railroads and 
tl1~ir connecting common carriers in 
this State, and to define and prescri1be 
the power and duties of the Railroad 
Commission of Texas with respect there
to, and also to stipulate when this act 
takes effect, by declaring an emergency, 
~nd to ~epeal all laws or parts of laws 
rn conflict therewith.'' 

1Read first time, and referred to Com
n1ittee on Internal Improvements. 

By Senator Brachfield: 

Senate bill No. 49, A bill to be entitled 
''An Act to require common carriers en
gaged in moving commerce in the State 
of Texas to use locomotives which are 
eq11ipped 1vith asl1 pans tl1at can be 
dumpell or emptied and cleaned without 
tl1e necessity of any employe going un
der. such loc?mot~ve, and providing pen
alties for violations of the provisions 
of such act.'' 

Read first time, and referred to Com
mittee on Internal Improvements. 

By Senator Stol\:es: 

,, Senate bill No. 50, A bill to be entitled 
An Act to provide for the location of 
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and establishn1ent and maintena11ce of :l 

State sanatoriun1 for tl1e treat111ent of 
persons suffering fro1n tuberculosis, and 
to provide for the care and treatment 
of indigent consumptives, and making 
an appropriation tl1erefor.'' 

Read first ti1ne, and referred to Com
mittee 011 Public Health. 

By Senator Alexander: 
Senate bill No. 51, ·A bill to be entitled 

''An Act to provide for tl1e revising, di
gesting and publisl1ing the la\VS, civil 
and criminal, of tl1e State of Texas, 
making an appropriation therefor, and 
declaring an emerge11cy.'' 

Read first time, and referred to Co1n
miitee on State Affairs. 

By Senator Masterson: 
Senate bill No. 52, A bill to be entitled 

''An Act to regulate freight rates and 
charaes on all kinds and classes of mer-

o • 
chandise transported between places in 
Texas by railroads and other common 
carriers, and to define and prescribe 
the power and duties of the Railroad 
Commission of Texas with respect 
thereto, as well as to stipulate when 
this act becomes effective, by declaring 
an emergency, and to repeal all laws 
and parts of laws i11 conflict therewith.'' 

Read first time, and referred to Com· 
mittee on Internal Improvements. 

By Senator Veale: 
Senate bill No. 53, A bill to be entitled 

''An Act to provide for the patenting of 
portions of public lands heretofore sold 
by th.e State of Texas now owned by 
persons l1olding titles through deeds, exe
cuted by heirs, executors or administra
tors, \vith an emergency clause.'' 

Read :first time, and referred to Con1-
mittee on Public Lands and Land Office. 

By .Senator Alexander: 
Senate bill No. 54, A bill to be entitled 

''An i\.ct for the establishment, main
tenance and government of a State Nor
mal School, to be located at Thorp's 
Springs, Texas, and be kno\vn as tl1e 
Brazos Valley Normal, and mal{ing an 
appropriation therefor.'' 

Read first time, and referred to Com
mittee on Educational Affairs. 

By Senator Harper: 
Senate bill No. 55, A bill to be entitled 

''An Act to regulate the granting of 
pe1·mission to engage in the sale and 
disposition of spirituous, vinous and 
malt liquors and medicated bitters ca
pable of producing intoxication and 
places wherein the same are sold, amen.I-
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i11g Section fl of Cliapter 133 of tl1e Acts 
of tl1e 1'11irtietl1 Legislature, adcling 
Sectio11s 9tt, 9b and 9c, providing pen
alties for tlie violation of tl1is act, and 
fixi11g· the venue of prosecution for tl1e 
viola ti on of the provisions of tl1is act.'' 

Re;td first ti111e, a11d referred to Judi
ciary Co111mittee No. 2. 

By Senator Murray: 
Senate bill No. 56, A bill to .be entitled 

"An Act to repe:tl Cliapter 5 of the Ar',s 
of the Special Session of the Thirtieth 
Legislature, creating independent scl1ool 
district for Nixon, Wilso11 and Gonzales 
counties, Texas.'' 

Read :first time, and referred to Com
mittee on Educational Affairs. 

By Senator Alexander: 
,Senate bill No. 57, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act putting into effect the consti
tutional amendn1ent adopted by the peo
ple at the last general election, relating 
to public scl1ools, by ame11ding Sectio11s 
50, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 63, 65, 66, 76, 
77, 78, 80, 81 and 154, and adding 154a, 
of Chapter 124 of the Acts of the Reg
ular Session of the T\venty-ninth Legi1>
lature, relating to scl1ool districts and 
school funds, repealing all laws and 
parts of laws in conflict l1erewith, a11d 
declaring an emergency.'' 

Read first time, and referred to Co111-
mittee on Educational Affairs. 

• 

By Senator Hayter: 
Senate bill No. 58, A bill to be entitled 

''An Act to amend Article 2472 of Title 
45 of the Revised Civil Statutes of 
the State of Texas, and providing an 
emerge11cy .'' 

Read first tin1e, and referred to J11di
ciary Committee No. 1. 

By Senators M'eachum and Brachfield: 
Senate Conc11rrent Resolution No. 4, 

Providing for the appointment of four 
members of the Senate by the Lieutena11t 
Governor, and three members of tl1e 
House of Representatives by the Speaker 
thereof as a committee to make a full, 
fair and complete investigation into the 
present condition of tl1e penitentiary 
system of tl1is State, tl1e manage111ent 
thereof, and the treatment and condi
tion of the State con1;icts, autl1orizing 
such committee to issl1e necessary pro
cess, summo11 and exar11ine \vitnesses 
necessary to mal<e s11ch investigatio11, 
and a11thorizing tlie expense tl1ereof to 
be paid out of the contingent funds of 
tl1e Senate and House of Representatives, 
respectively, in equal proportion. 

• 
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Rea,! first ti111e. i1nd referred to Con1-
n1ittPe 011 Sti1te l>p11itentii1ries. 

B)' Se11a tor :\lexander: 
SP11a t<' ( '<>11e11rre11t Resol 11tio11 No. 5, 

nesoi\'Prl ,,,. tl1e Se11ate, tl1e Ho11se 
conc11rri11g. · 'l'hat tl1e Presillent of tl1e 
Senate appoint a eo111111ittee of tl1ree, 
a11ll the S1ieal-::er of tl1e House a com
mittee of fi\·e, 1vl1iel1 joint co1n1nittee 
sl1all arra11ge for tl1e cou11ting of tl1e 
,·otes for Cio1·cr11or and I~ieutena11t Go\•
ernor and arr;111ge for tl1e inauguration 
of said officers. 

Reali first ti111e, and referred to Co111-
mittee on Privileges and Elections. 

l\Ior11ing call concluded. 

SI~IPLE RJ<~SOLU'fIONS. 

Senator ~Ieacl1um offered the follo1v
ing r1?sol11tion, 1vl1icl1 1vas read and 
adopted: 

\Vl1ereas, 1'11e men1bers of tl1e Senate 
desire the services of the stenograpl1ers 
anll otl1er en1ployes prior to tl1e meet
ina of tl1e sessions; therefore, be it 

" Resolved b}' the Senate, That the ste-
• 

nograpl1ers and employes of this bocly 
be requi,red by tl1e Lieutenant Governor 
to report for duty at 8 :30 a. m. every 
daj', except ,S11nda3•, and to remain so 
Jong as tl1eir services are necessary. 

MEACHUl\f, 
HUJ)SPETH. 

Sena tor Bryan offered tl1e follo1ving 
• 

resolution, \vhich \vas read and adopted: 
Resolved, Tl1at d11ring the absence of 

l\fr. To1n l\IeClure as .<\ssistant Door
keeper tl1at l\fr. E. L. Dreeben be ap
pointed to act as Assistant Doorkeeper 
in l1is place and stead, and the Presi
dent of tl1e Senate is hereby autl1orized 

" to issue 1varr<1nts for said services. 
BRY.<\N, 
\VILLA CY. 

Tl1e Cl1air im1necliately appointed l\fr. 
Dreeben to act as Assitant Doorl<eeper, 
as pro1·icled for by tl1e above resolution, 
and ad111i11ist1?red tl1e constit11tional oath 
of office, l\ir. Dree\1en's time to co11nt 
fro111 T111?slla1·. Jan11arv 12, 190!). 

• • 

IN\'IT,;\1'ION TO AT'l'END DEl3.-\TE 
AT UNI\TERSITY. 

Sl'na t<ir Peel er 11resentecl tl1e follo1vinir 
in,·itation: 

To tl1e Senate: 
The Oratorical Association of the 

Univ·ersit)' of Texas extends to tl1e n1em-

J anl1ary 

bl'rs of tl1e Senate a cordial invitation 
to atte11d tl1e inter-society debate whicl1 
t<1kes place in tl1e University auditor
i11111 at 8: 15 p. n1. Saturday, January 
lG, 1009. 

'fl1e q11estion to be discussed is, ''Re
~ol ,-cd, Tl1at tl1e initiati1'e and referen
(l11n1 for111 of go\'ern111ent sl1ould be 
atlo1Jtccl in Texas.'' 

'frIOS. \'\T. THO:NIPSON, 
President Oratorical Association. 

On 111otion of Senator Peeler, the invi
tation 1vas accepted. 

EXCUSED. 

011 motion of Senator Harper, Senator 
'ferrell of l\:lcLennan \vas excused for 
today and tomorrow on account of im
[JOrtant business. 

·On motion of Senator Willacy, Senator 
Hun1e \Vas excused for today and tomor
ro\\' on account of important business. 

SENATE BILL NO. 47-PASSAGE OF. 

Senator \Villacy here moved to sus
pend the Senate rule requiring commit
tee reports to lie over for one day for 
tl1e purpose of considering Senate bill 
No. 47-mileage bill for Presidential 
Electors. (.See committee report for 
caption.) 

Tl1e motion prevailed by tl1e following 
vote: 

Adams. 
Alexander. 
Brachfield. 
Bryan. 
Cofer. 
Greer. 
Harper. 
Hayter. 
Hotsey. 
Hudspeth. 
Kellie. 
Masterson. 
l\'1ayfield. 
l\:leachum. · 
l\furray. 

Yeas-29 . 

Paulus. 
- Peeler. 

Perkins. 
Real. 
Se11ter. 
Stokes. 
Sturgeon. 
Terrell of Bowie. 
Thomas. 
Veale. 
Ward. 
Watson. 
Weinert. 
Willacy. 

Absent-Excused. 

Hume. Terrell of McLennan. 

Tl1e committee report, which provid
ed that the bill be not printed, was 
adopted. 

On motion of Senator \Villacy the 
constitutional r11le req11iring bills to be 
read on three several days was suspend
ed and the bill put on its second read
ing by tl1e following vote: 
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Yeas-28. 

Adams. Paulus. 
Alexander. Peeler. 
Bracl1field. Perl<ins. 
Bryan. Real. 
Cofer. Senter. 
Greer. Stokes. 
Harper. Stt1rgeon. 
Ha:y·ter. Terrell of DO\Vl.-. 
Holsey. Tl1on1t1~. 
Hudspeth. Veale. • 
l(ellie. 'Vard. 
Masterson. Watson. 
Mayfield. Weinert. 
Meacl1urn. Willacy. 

Absent. 

Murray. 
Absent--' Excused. 

Hume. Terrell of McLe1111a11. 

'fl1e Chair laid before the Senate, 
Senate bill No. 47. (See comn1ittee re
port for caption.) 

Bill read second time, and ordered en
grossed. 

On 1notion of Senator 'Villac)·, tl1e 
constitutional rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days \Vas suspend
ed and tl1e bill put on its third reading 
and final passage by t11e follo\vi11g vote: 

Adams. 
Alexander. 
Brach field. 
Bryan. 
Cofer. 
Greer. 
Harper. 
Hayter. 
Holsey. 
Hudspeth. 
l(ellie. 
Masterson. 
1\Iayfield. 
l\1eachum. 

Murray. 

Hurne. 

Yeas-28. 

Paul tis. 
Peeler. 
Perl<i11s. 
Real. 
Senter. 
Stokes. 
Sturg·eo11. 
Terrell of 
1'homas. 
'Tea le. 
\Vard. 
'''atson. 
\\'einert. 
\Vil lac,·. • 

Absent. 

Absent-Excused. 

• 

Terrell of McLenna11. 

I 

l\layfield. 
l\Iear \111m. 
Pa11\11s. 
Peeler. 
Perl<ins. 
l'leal. 
Senter. 
Stol<es. 

l\I11rray. 

IIurne. 

Sturgeon. 
Terrell of Bowie. 
l'l1omas. 
\ceale. 
\\'ard. 
\\'atson. 
\\"einert. 
\\'illac)'· 

A·bsent. 

Absent-Exc11sed . 

Terrell of l\;IcI ... ennan. 

Senator vv'illacy nloved to reconsider 
tl1e vote by \Vl1icl1 the bill \Vas passed, 
a11ll lay t11at motio11 on the table. 

l'l1e motion to table prevailed. 

FIRST HOUSE l\IESSAGE . • 
I-Iall of the House of Representatives, 

Austi11, Texas, January 15, 190!). 

Hon. "<\.. B. Davidson, President of the 
Senate. 

Sir: I am directed by the House to 
inform the Senate that the House has 
passed the following: 

House Concurrent Resol11tion No. 1, 
re la ting to tl1e appointing of a comn1it
tee to count t\1e ,·ote for Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor and for the inau
guration of said officers. 

Tl1e follo\ving have been appointed on 
part of the House: 

l\[es<>rs. Von Rose11l1erg, l\Iarshall and 
~IcLain. 

Respectfully, 
BOB B.<\RKER, 

Chief Cler!<, I-Io11se of Representatives. 
i 1'11e a bo·ve resol11tion 1vas referred to 
I C'o111111ittec on Pri,·i\eges and Elections. 
I 

On 111otion of Sl'na tor \\' illar)", the 
Senate at 11 o'clock stood at ease until 

I 12 o'clock. 
..\t 12 o'clock tl1e Senate ,,·as called 

t<1 order by Lieutenant Go,·ernor Da\•id-
~on. 

'.l'he bill 'vas read third tin1e, 
passed by the following vote: 

a11d Tl< ll"SE CO~C'URRENT RESOLUTION 
NO. 1. 

Adams. 
Alexander. 
Erachfield. 
'Bryan. 
Cofer. 
Greer. 
4-S 

Yeas-28. 

Harper. 
Hayter. 
Holsey. 
Hudspeth. 
Kellie. 
Masterson. 

• 
• 

Here tl1e Committee on Privileges and 
Elections reported Hot1se Concurrent 
Resol t1tion No. 1, pro\·iding for a con1-
111itteC' to count the vote for Governor 
a11d Lie11tenant Governor. 

.<\nd on motion of Senator Alexander, 
the Senate rule requiring committee re-
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ports to lie over for one day was sus· 
pended by the following vote: 

Adams. 
Alexander. 
Bracl1field. 
Bryan. 
Cofer. 
Greer. 
Harper. 
Hayter. 
Holsey. • 
Hudspeth. 
I{ellie. 
Masterson. 
Mayfield. 
Meacl1um. 
l\fl1rray. 

Hume. 

Yeas-29. 

P<iulus. 
Peeler. 
Perl<i11s. 
Real. 
Senter. 
Stol<es. 
St11rgeon. 
Terrell of Bo1,•ie. 
Tl1on1as. 
Veale. 
I\' ard. 
\\"atson. 
\\'einert. 
Willacy. 

.'\.!Jsent--'Excused. 

T~rell of l\1cLennan. 

The committee report was adopted. 
On motion of Senator Alexander, the 

constitl1tional rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days was suspend
ed and the resolution put on its third 
reading and final passage by the follo1v·· 
ing vote: 

Adams. 
Alexander. 
Bracl1field. 
Brvan . • 
Cofer. 
Greer. 
Harper. 
Havter. 

• 
Holsey. 
Hudspeth. 
l{ellie. 
Masterson. 
l\fa~·field. 
l\feac 11 ltm. 
l\furray. 

Hume. 

Yeas-29. 

Paulus. 
Peeler. 
l~erk:i11s. 

Real. 
Senter. · 
Stokes. 
St11rgeon. 
Terrell of Bo1,·ie. 
Thomas. 
Veale. 
'\Tard. 
\Vatson. 
'\'einert. 
'''illacv. • 

Absent-Excused. 

Terrell of l\>1cLennan. 

The resolution was then laid before 
tl1e Senate, read and adopted. 

In accordance with tl1e resolution the 
Chair appointed the follo\ving commit
tee to act 'vith a like committee of tl1e 
Holtse to arrange for counting tl1e vote 
for the Governor and Lieutenant Gov
ernor: 

Senators Alexander, 
Cofer. 

RECESS. 

Stltrgeon 
~ 

and 

()n motion of Senator 'Vill;tcy, the 
Senate, at 12: Iii o'clock,. recessed tlntil 
2: 30 o'clock today. 

• 

AFT ER RECESS. 

1'he Senate was called to order by 
Lieutenant Governor Davidson. 

SECOND HOUSE l\fESSAGE. 

Hall of the House of Representatives, 
A11stin, Texas, January 15, 1909. 

Hon. A. B. Davidson, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: I am directed by the House to 

inform tl1e Senate that the House has 
passed the following: 

Senate bill No. 1, A bill to be entitl~d 
"An Act appropriating $120,000, or so 
n1uch thereof as may be necessary, out 
of the general revenue, to pay the mile
age and per diem of members and per 
diem of officers and ernployes of the 
Tl1irty-first Legislature, and declaring 
an emergency.'' 

Senate bill No. 2, A .bill to be entitled 
''.'\.n Act appropriating the sun1 of $20,-
000, or so inuch thereof as ma.y be neces
sary, to pay the contingent expenses of 
the Tl1irty-first Legislature, and declar
ing an emergency.·, 

Respectfully, 
BOB BARI{ER, 

Cl1ief Clerk, House of Representatives. 

THIRD HOUSE MESSAGE. 

Hall of the House of Representatives, 
Austin, Texas, Jan11ary 15, 1909 . 

Hon .• '\.. B. Davidson, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: I am directed by the House to 

inform the Senate that the House has 
passed the following: 

Setiate bill No. 47, A bill to be entitled 
''An Act making appropriations to pay 
the mileage and per diem of the Presi
dential Electors of Texas for the year 
1909, and declaring an emergency.'' 

Respectfully, 
. BOB BARKER, 

Chief Clerk, House of Representatives. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU
TION NO. 2. 

Here the Committee on Public Build
ings and Grounds reported on Senate 
Concurrent Resolution No. 2. (See Ap
pendix for committee report.) 

Senator Peeler moved that the Senate 
rl1le requiring committee reports to lie 
O\'er one day be suspended . 

• 
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Tl1e motion prevailed by the follo\v· 
ing ,·ote: 

Adams. 
Alexander. 
Brach field. 
Br~·a11. 
Cofer. 
Greer. 
Harper. 
Hayter. 
Holsey. 
Hudspeth. 
Kellie. 
Masterson. 
1'1ayfield. 
Meacl1um. 
Mt1rra,·. 

• 

Hume. 

Yeas-29. 

Paulus. 
Peeler. 
Perkins. 
Real. 
Senter. 
Stokes. 
Stt1rgeon. 
Terrell of J3o,vie. 
'fl1omas. 
Veale. 
\\" ard. 
\\'atson. 
\\"einert. 
\\"iliac\'. 

• 

Absent-Exc11srcl. 
, 

Terrell of ~IcLe1111an. 

Tl1e co1nn1ittee report \Vas adopted. 
The Cl1air laid before the Senate, 

Senate Concurrent Resolt1tion No. 2, pro
viding for fixing tip a certain room in 
the lluilding for an office for one of 
the Railroad Comn1issioners. 

The resolution \Vas read and adopted 
· bJ· t lie fol lowing vote: 

Adams. 
Alexander. 
Brach field. 
Bryan. 
Cofer. 
Greer. 
Harper. 
Havter. • 
Holsey. 
Hudspeth. 
Kellie. 
Masterson. 
Mayfield. • 
Meachum. 
Peeler. 

Yeas-29. 

Paulus. 
l\Iurray. 

• 
Perkins. 
Real. 
Senter. 
Stokes. 
Sturgeon. 
'l'errell of 
Tl1omas. 
Veale. 
Ward. 
Watson. 
\\Teinert. 
Willacy. 

Absent-Excused. 

Bowie . 

• 

--- ----- ----- .- --------

to 1 ie o\·er one day for tl1e purpose of 
con~iclering this bill. 

'fhe n1otion prevailed by the following 
\"Ote: 

• .\.dan1s. 
Alexander. 
Brach field. 

, Bryan. 
l'ofer. 
Greer. 
Har11er. 

1 
l-I<t~·ter. 

: Hol~e\'. 
I H11dsi1eth. 
, l(ellie. 

:\Ii1sterson. 
:\fa,·tield. 

• 
l\Ieacl1um. 
l\I11rra\'. • 

H11me. 

Yeas-29. 

Pi111lus . 
Peeler. 
i~erki11s. 
Real. 
Se11ter. 
Stokes. 
Sturge1)n. 
Terrell of 
Tl1omas. 
\'ea le. 
\\"arc!. 
\\'atson. 
\\' ei 11ert. 
\\7illac\'. 

• 

.;\ llsent-Exc11serl . 

Terrell of l\1eLe1111an. 

Tl1e committee report \\'as tl1e11 
adopted. 

Tl1e Cl1air laid before tl1e Senate, 011 
second reading, 

Senate bill No. 6, A bill to be entitled 
".;\n Act to prescribe tl1e time and fix 
the terms for tl1e holding of the tern1s 
of court i11 and for tl1e Sixty-fo11rth 
.J 11dicial District of Texas, and to con
forn1 all 1vrits and process from sucl1 
courts to sucl1 changes, and to repea 1 
all l<t\\'S in conflict here\vith.'' 

Bill read second tin1e, and ordered 
engrossed. 

On motion of Senator Veale the con
stitutional rule req11iring bills to be 
read on tl1ree several days was sus
pended and the bill put on its third 
reading and final passage by the follow
ing vote: 

Yeas-29. 

·Adams . 
Alexander. 

Hume. 

I Bracl1field. 
I Bryan. 

Terrell of McLennan. I Cofer. 
I Greer. 

Pa11lus. 
Peeler. 
Perl,ins. 
Real. 
Senter. 
Stokes. 
8t11r~eon. 
Terrell of 
Thon1as. 
'Tea le. 
\\Tard. 
Watson. 
"reinert . 
\Villacv . 

Senator Peeler moved to reconsider i Harper. 
the vote by which the resolution was Hayter. 
pa;:sed, and lay that motion on tl1e Holsey. 
table. Ht1dspeth. 

The motion to table prevailed. Kellie. 
(Senator Kellie in the chair.) l\fasterson. 

l\{a,•field. 
• 

Meachum. 
SENATE BILL NO. 6-PASS • .\.GE OF. Murray. 

Bo,vie. 

• 

Absent-Excused. 
The Committee on Judicial Districts 

having reported Senate bill No. 6. Hume. Terrell of l\IcLennan. 

Senator Veale moved to suspend the 
Senate rule requiring committee repo1·ts 

Tl1e bill was reacl tl1ird time, an<l 
passed. 

• 

• 
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Senator Veale moved to reconsider the 
1·ote ,by 1v 11icl1 the bill \Vas passed, and 
la v that motion on tl1e table . 

• 
'l'he 111otion to table prevailed. 

BILLS SIGNED HY CHAIR. 

'l'he Cl1air ( Liet1tenant Governor Da-
1·i(l~o11) ga \"e 11otice of signing and did 
~ig11 i1t tl1e 1iresence of the Senate, after 
their captions 11ad been read: 

Senate bill No. 1, ''An Act appropri
ating $120,000, or so mucl1 tl1ereof as 
111a.}' be necessary, out of tl1e general 
re,·enue, to pay the mileage and per 
die111 of members and per diem of offi
cers and employes of tl1e Tl1irty-first 
Legislature, and declaring an emer
gency.'' 

Se11ate bill No. 2, ''An Act appropri
ating the st11n of $20,000, or so m11cl1 
tl1ereof as may be necessary, to pay the 
·conti11gent expenses of tl1e Thirty-first 
Legislature, and declaring an emer
·gency.'' 

ADJOURNl\fENT. 

On nlotion of Senator Cofer, the Sen
ate, at 4: 35 o'clock p. m., adjourned 
until l\fonday morning at 10 o'clock. 

----
APPENDIX. 

COMMITIE,E !REPORTS. 

Committee 'Room, 
Austin, Texas, January 15, 1909. 

'Hon. A. B. Davidson, President of tl1e 
Senate. 
Sir: Yot1r Committee on Judicial 

Districts, to 1\•hom \Vas referred 
Senate Iii!! No. 23, A bill to be entitled 

''An -~ct constituting Dallas county tl1e 
Fo11rtee11tl1. Forty-fot1rth and Sixty
eigl1tl1 .J11dicial Districts, providing for 
the prrsent jt1dges of the Fo11rteenth and 
Forty-fo11rtl1 ,J 11c1icial Districts to con· 
tint1e to 11old tl1eir offices for tl1e term 
for \Vl1icl1 the>' \\'ere elected, tl1e appoint
n1ent of a s11ital1Ie person by the Go\'
ernor as jt1dge of the Sixt,y-eigl1tl1 Judi
cial District to hold t1ntil tl1e next gen
eral election; tl1at saicl courts sl1all not 
exercise criminal jurisdiction and sl1all 
exercise conctirrent jt1risdiction in all 
civil cases :i11d proceedings of ,,.J1ich dis
trict courts are given jurisdiction by tl1e 
Constitution and la\VS of the State; 
that the present district clerk of Dallas 
•count)' shall continue to hold his office I 

for the term for \Vl1icl1 he is elected, 
and providing for filling vacancy, sl1ould 
one occur, in said office; providing for 
making up a docl<et for the Sixty-eighth 
,J uclicial District Court from the dock
ets of tl1e otl1er t\\"O courts, equalizing 
tl1e dockets of tl1e tl1ree courts as near 
>lS may ,be; prescribing 1101v cases sl1all 
be 11u1nbered and filed in the several 
courts; repealing all la l\'S and parts of 
J 11 \VS in conflict 11ere 1vi th, a11d declaring 
an emerge11ey,'' 

Ha''e J1ad the same under considera
tion, a11d beg to report it back to the 
Senate '''itl1 tl1e reco1nn1enda ti on that 
it do r·ass. 

WATSON, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
. .\ttstin, Texas, January 15, 1909. 

Hon. A. B. Davidson, President of tl1e 
· Senate. 

Sir: Your Committee on J11dicial 
Districts, to '''!1om was referred 

Senate bill No. 6, A bill to be entitled 
''An Act to prescribe tl1e ti111e and fix 
tl1e terms for the l1olding of tl1e terms 
of court in and for the Sixty-fourtl1 
Judicial District of Texas, and to con
form all '\Vrits and process from sucl1 
courts to sucl1 changes, and to repeal all 
laws in co11flict herevvitl1,'' 

Have had the same tinder considera
tion, and beg to report it back to the 
Senate with tl1e recommendation that 
it do pass, and that san1e be not 
printed. 

WATSON, Chairman. 

( l\f ajority Report.) 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Jan11ar37 15, 1909. 

Hon. A. B. Davidson, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: 'Ve, tl1e undersigned men1bers 

of your Committee on Judicial District8, 
to \vho1n \Vas referred 

Senate bill No. 29, A bill to be entitled 
''An • .\ct to an1end Article 1050, and to 
repeal Article 1051, Chapter 23, Title 
27 of the Revised Statutes of tl1e State 
of Texus '' ' 

Have had tl1e san1e under considera-
tion, and beg to report it back to the 
Senate \vith the recommendation that it 
do pass. 

WATSON, Chairman. 
MASTERSON, 
HARPER, 
PAULUS, 
TERRELL of Bo,vie, 
WARD. 
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(Minority Report.) 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, January 15, 1909. 

Hon. A. B. Davidson, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: A minority of your Committee 

on Judicial Districts, to whom was re
ferred 

Senate bill No. 29, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 1050, and to 
repeal Article 1051, Chapter 23, Title 
27 of the Revised Statutes of the State 
of Texas,'' 

Have had the same under considera
tion, and do not concur in the majorit.y 
report, and beg to report it back to the 
Senate with the recommendation that it 
do not pass. 

STURGEON. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, January 16, 1909. 

Hon. A. B. 1Davidson, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Public 

Buildings and Grounds, to whom was 
referred 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 3, 
'l'o select a site for the Hood's Brigade 
monument, 

Have had the same under considera
tion, and beg to report it back to the 
Senate with the recommendation that 
it do pass. 

COFER, Chairman. 

Comn1ittee Room, 
Austin, Texas, January 15, 1909. 

Hon. A. B. Davidson, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Y 011r Committee on Public 

Buildings and Grounds, to whom was 
referred 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 2, 
To authorize and empower the Superin
tendent of Public Buildings and 
Grounds, to rearrange and make certain 
changes in the room occupied by tl1e 
secretary of tl1e Railroad Commission, 

Have 11ad the same unJer considera
tion, and beg to report it .bacl( to the 
Senate with the recommendation that it 
do pass, and be not printed. 

COFER, Chairman. 

(Floor Report.) 

Austin, Texas, January 15, 1909. 
Hon. A. B. Davidson, President of the 

Senate. 
Sir: We, the undersigned members 

of your Committee on Privileges and 
Elections, to whom was referred 

House Concurrent Resolution No. 1, 
providing for counting the vote for Gov
ernor and Lieutenant Governor, 

Have 11ad the same u11der considera
tion, and we repo1·t same baclc to tl1e 
Senate with the reco1n1nendation that 
it do pass, and be not printed. 

Thomas, Chairmitn; Aclams, Perkins, 
vVard, Real. 

( ~iinority Report.) 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, January 15, 1909. 

Hon. A. B. Davidson, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, tl1e undersigned minority 

of your Committee on Constitutional 
Amendments, to whom was referred 

·Senate 1Concurrent Resolution No. 1, 
being a resolution to amend Article 16 
of the Constitution of the State of 
'l'exas by adding thereto Section 58, 
when a majority of the qualified electors 
for members of tl1e J ... egislature of Texas 
at an election for that purpose shall 
vote in favor of the amendment, 

Have had the same under considera
tion, and as we do not concur with tl1e 
majority of this committee, 1beg to re
port it back to the Senate with the rec
ommendation that it do not pass. 

\VATSON, 
MASTERSON, 
WEINERT. 

(Majority Report.) 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, January 15, 1909. 

Hon. A. B. Davidson, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Constitu

tional Amend1nents, to whom 'vas re
ferred 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 1, 
To amend Article 16 of the Constitution 
of the State of '1'exas by adding thereto 
Section 58, when a majority of the qual
ified electors fo1· m<>mbers of the Legis
lature of Texas at an election for that 
p11rpo8e sl1all vote in favor of the 
a1r1endment, 

Have had the san1e under considera
tion, and are instr11cted to report it 
back to the Senat~ witl1 the recom
mendation tliat it do pass, with the fol
lo'\'ing amendments: 

Amend by adding a caption to read 
as follows: ''Proposing an amendment 
to Article 16 of the Constitution of the 
State of Texas by adding thereto Sec
tion 58,'' 

And by striking out Senate Concur-
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rent 1Resollltion No. l, and add in its 
stead Senate Joint Resolution No. 1, 

,<\nd by striking out the follo\ving 
\vords: "Resolved by tl1e Senate of the 
State of Texas, tl1e lfouse of Repre
sent<1tives conc11rring,'' and add in its 
stea(l tl1e follo\ving. ''Be it resol\•ed bj' 
tl1e Legislature of tl1e State of Texas." 

VEALE, Chairn1an. 

(Floor Report.) 

Al1stin, Tex<1s, January 15, 1909. 
Hon. A. B Davidsor1. President of the • • 

Senate. 
Sir: Y 011r Fi11ance Committee, to 

whom \Va·s referred 
Senate bill No. 47, A 'bill to be entitled 

''An Act nial(ing appropriation to paj· 
tl1e mileage and per diem of the Presi
de11tial Electors of Texas for the year 
1909, and declaring an emergency,'' 

Ha,-e had the same under considera
tion, and report the same back to the 
Senate \vith the recommendation that 
it do pass, and be not printed. 

\'\7 i !lacy, Cl1airman; Meacl1um, 1'errell 
of Bo\vie, Harper, Bracl1field, Peeler, 
l\ll1rra v . 

• 
Committee Room, 

Austin, Texas, January 14, 1909. 
Hon. A. B. Davidson, President of the 

Senate. 
Sir: Your ,Judiciary Committee No. 

l, to ,v]101n \Vas referred 
Senate bill No. 15, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Article 994a, ·Cl1ap
ter 12, Title 27 of the Revised Civil 
Statutes of the State of Texas,'' 

Have had tl1e same under considera
tion, and I an1 instructed to report same 
back to the Senate with the recommen
dation tl1at it do pass. 

lVLEACHU·M, Cl1airman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, January 14, 1909. 

Ifo11. A. B. Davidson, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Co1nmittee on Engrossed 

Bills 11ave careftllly exan1ined and con1-
pared 

Senate bill No. l, A bill to be entitled 
''An .;\ct appropriating one hundred and 
t\\'enty thollsand dollars ( $120,000), or 
so n111cl1 thereof as 1nay be necessary, 
out of the generRl revenlle to pay tl1e 
mileage and per dien1 of members and 
per diem of officers and en1ployes of the 
Thirty-first 'Legislature, and declaring 
an e111ergency,'' 

,t\nd fi11d tl1e same correctly engrossed. 
WARD, Chairman. 

-
· Comn1ittee Room, 

A11stin, Texas, January 14, 1909. 
Hon. A. B. Davidson, President of the 

Se11ate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills ha\•e carefully examined and com· 
pared 

Senate Bill No. 2, A bill to be entitled 
''An Act appropriating the sum of 
$20,000, or so much thereof as may be 
11ecessary to pa,1• tl1c contingent ex1)enses 
of the Thirty-first Legislature, and de
claring an en1ergency,'' 

And find tl1e same correctly engrossed. 
vV ARD, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
.t\ustin, Texas, January 15, 1909. 

Ilon. A. B. Davidson, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills 11ave caref11lly examined and com
pared 

Senate Bill No. 47, .t\ bill to be entitled 
''An .<\ct n1aking appropriation to pay 
the mileage .1tnd per diem of the Presi
dential Electors of 1'exas for the year 
1909, and declaring an emergency,'' 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 
WARD, ·Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, January 15, 1909. 

Hon. A. B. Davidson, President of the 
Senate. 
• 

Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled 
Bills have carefully examined and con1-
pared 

Senate bill No. 2, ''An .t\ct appropri
ati11g tl1e sum of twenty thousand dol
lars ( $20,000), or as much thereof as 
may be necessary, out of the general 
reven1le to pay the contingent expenses 
of the Tl1irty-first •Legislature, and de
claring an emergency,'' 

A11d find it correctly enrolled, and 
have tl1is day, at 4: 15 o'clock p. m., 
presented same to tl1e Governor for his 
approval. 

M.t\STERSON, Acting Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, January 15, 1909. 

Hon . . t\. B. Davidson, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled 

Bills have carefl1lly examined and com
pared 

Senate bill No. l, ''An Act appropri
ating one l111ndred and twenty thousand 
dollars ( $120,000), or so much thereof 
as may be necessary, out of the genera] 

• 
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· revenue to pay the n1ileage and per die111 
of the members and per diem of officers 
and en1ployes of tl1e Thirtv-first I.egis
lat11re, arid declaring an emergency,'' 

.i\nd find it correctly enrolled, and 
have tl1is day, at 4: 15 o'clock p. m., 
presented same to tl1e Governor for his 
approval. · 

MASTER.SON, Acting ·Cl1airman. 

---
PETITIONS. 

By Sena tor Cofer : 
Denison, Texas, N oven1ber 18, 1908. 

To Hon. R. E. Cofer, State Senator, 
Gainesville, Texas. 
Dear Sir: Beginning 'vitl1 tl1e Co11-

stitution of the State of Texas practi
cally every man, \Voman and child who 
have had n1atters of trust with their 
fellowman have had occasion in some 
degree to feel the burdensome effect of 
tl1e State laws governing the collection 
of accou11ts. Tl1e very nature of tl1e 
construction of these laws sho;v an un
mistakable tendency to shield the ''dead 
beat'' and .,encourage them in defeating 
pay1nent of their honest debts, rather 
than to reward honesty between 1nan 
and man. 

Under these laws one may loan to 
another, either for profit or without com
pensation, his time, knowledge or mer
chandise, means \vitl1 \vl1ich to feed, 
clothe and shelter his family, and has 
no power in any court of justice by 
which he can enforce collection of same, 
where persons so accommodated refuse 
to pay, and througl1 these la\vs, \vhicl1 
are the very essence of the basest char
acter of "class legislation,'' many a for
tune has been lost and many an honest 
retailer has been censured for failure for 
which these laws alone are responsil)le. 

Therefore, we, the undersicrned, do 
most earnestly petition you to

0 

vote in 
. the coming Legislature in favor of a 
bill submitting to the vote of the peo· 
pie of an amendment to t11e State Con
stitution which will provi1le the privi
lege of a creditor to garnishee at least 
25 per cent of wages for the payment 
of a debt made for the necessaries of 
life. 

Numerously signed. 

By Senator Perkins: 

Pil{e, Texas, December 29, 1908. 
Mr. Tom W. Perkins: 

We, the undersigned, \Vould call your 
attention to the fact tl1at we beiieve 
the question of submission of Statewide 

prol1i,bitio11 is tl1e most important ques
tion tl1at will co111e before the Thirty
first Legisl;1ture. \Ve as]{ you to do 
\vl1at yo11 ca11 to have it passed and see 
tl1at it is taken up in the first part of 
tl1e session and pusl1ed tl1rough. 

Numerously signed. 

Referred to Judiciary Committee 
No. 2. 

By Senator Adams: 

Llano, Texas, December 23, 1908. 
Hon. W. N. Adams, BrownwooJ, Texas. 

Sir: Prelin1inary to commending tc, 
your fa,'orable consicleration a measure 
wl1icl1 vvill come before the Thirty-first 
Legislature, having for its object the 
securing of a better attendance ltpon 
tl1e public free schools of the State, the 
men1bers of the Teachers' Institute of 
Llano county ask leave to direct your 
attention to a few disagreeable, but per
tinent facts gathered from educational 
statistics. 

For tl1e year ending Aug11st 31, 1906, 
47 per cent of the children within tl1e 
scholastic age residing in the rural dis
tricts, '''ere out of the scl1ools all the 
time that the schools were in sessio11, 
and the rank of Texas, as compared 
witl1 otl1er States and Territories, on 
the per cent of scholastic population 
enrolled, was 43rd, and in average daily 
attendance, was 37th. 

Of the population of Texas in 1905, 
73.8 per cent '''ere native whites, 5.8 
per cent \Vere foreign-born 1vl1ites, and 
20.4 per cent \Vere negroes. A compari
son \Vith all the otl1er States sl1ows that 
'l'exas ranl<s t;venty-fourtl1 in tl1e num
ber of native whites an,1 fourteenth in 
foreign-born vvhites. But, "'bile she 
ranl<s twenty-fourth in the number of 
native-born \vl1ites, sl1e drops to the rank 
of thirty-second in intelligence, or the 
11bility of those na.ti,,e-·born citizens tl'l 
read and \Vrite; wl1ile sl1e ranl<s four
teentl1 in the n11mber of foreicrn-born 
citizens, she drops to the very botto111, 
or to the ran!< of forty-fifth in the abil
ity of those foreign-born citizens to read 
and \Vrite. 

As shown by the report of tl1e United 
States Commissioner of Ecl11cation, tl1e 
rank of Texas is first in revenues de
ri,·ed from permanent fu11ds; ele,·entl1 
from State funds, and from local tax
ation forty-second. Since the adoption 
of the constitutional amendment author
izing tl1e taxpaying voters of districts 
to vote a tax of 50 cents on the $100 
val11ation of taxable property in tl1e dis
trict, for the further maintenance of 
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the public free schools, and the erectio11 
and eq11ipn1ent of school buildings in 
the matter of revenues to be derived 
from local taxation our rank may soo11 
be raised from about the lowest to near 
the l1igl1est. Obviously tl1e low average 
daily attendance and alarming illiteracy 
])Ointed out do not result from a lack 
of revenue. 

Immigration into Texas witl1in tl1e 
next twenty or thirty years will be be
yond the estimate of the most far
seeing of today, and soon. our foreign
born population will have reached sucl1 
formidaible proportions as to make its 
assimilation into the body politic mor~ 
imperatively necessary than ever before. 
This assimilation can best be accorn
plished by ed.ucation in the pul>lic 
schools. But, as the prevailing ten
dency now is with that class, if it con
tinues with the vastly growing numbers 
to come into our midst within the. near 
future, adding that illiteracy to the il
literacy of the native-born whites, the 
condition will have become appalling. 

The public school system as it now is 
is not meeting the demands made upon 
it in that particular, and is manifestly 
inadequate. Thousands of boys and girls 
are growing up in densest ignorance and 
illiteracy, if not to be a curse, surely 
not to be helpful to the State and so
ciety so unfortunate as to have them in 
its midst. We believe tl1e time has come 
for the enactment of a law compelling 
chilrlren 'vithin the scholastic age to 
attend the public schools, and so believ
ing, ,~-e ~arnestly and respectfully ask 
you to give such a measure your best 
thougl1t and activ.e support, if it should 
be prese11ted to tl1e Thirty-first Legis
lature. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. F. l\l[cLEOD, 
THOS. E. LEE, 
l\iRS. ELL~!\. B. OVERALL, 

Committee. 

Referred to Co111n1ittee on Educational 
Affairs. 

By Senator Adams: 

Hon. ,V. N. Adams, Representing 
Fourteenth District. 
We, tl1e members of tl1e Farmers 

Count.y Union, now in session assembled 
in Llano co11nty, this the 8th day of 
J anuar)', 1909, believing that Cherol(ee, 
San Sal1a county, Texas, is a desirable 
place for the location of one of the nor
mal schools, which 've understand the 
Thirty-first Legislature contemplates 
providing for, recommend said place as 

suitable in every particular for such a 
scl1ool, and respectfully petition you to 
recommend to the 'rhirty-first Legisla
ture the location of such institution in 
Cherokee, San Saba county, Texas. 

Yours respectfully, 
W. N. LEE, 

County Secretary. 

Senator 'Vard presented the following 
petition from Cleburne and Waxa
hacl1ie; Se11ator Perkins from Commerce 
and Al toga; Senator Mayfield one from 
Bosque county; Senator Greer one from 
Wills Point, and Senator Hayter one 
from Decatur, all of the petitions be
ing numerously signed: 

We, the undersigned, would respect
fully petition you to support the meas
ure known as the Texas Itinerant Drug 
''end ors' Bill, which has for its ob
ject the regulation of the itinerant vend
ing of medicines, nostrums and appli
ances for the treatment of disease, in
jury or deformity, and to provide for 
tl1e licensing of vendors of the same. 

Senator Hudspeth offered the follow-
• ing: .. 

Marfa, December 21, 190·8. 
To the Hon. Claud Hudspeth. 

We, the undersigned citizens and 
voters of Presidio county, do hereby re
spectfully urge that you use your vote 
and influence to have the matter of an 
amendment to the Constitution of Texas 
in regard to State Prohibition submit
ted to the Thirty-first Legislature at 
the first of the session as we think that 
this is the most important matter that 
'vii! come before the Legislature and. 
should not be attended to in the 11eat 
and hurry of adjournment. 

Numerously signed. 

Sanderson, Texas, January 2, 1909. 
·To Hon. C. B. Hudspeth and Hon. A. M. 

Turney, Members of the Thirty-first 
Legislature of Texas. 
\;'\Te, your undersigned constituents., 

d11l~T qualified voters of Terrell and ad
joir1ing counties, do hereby earnestly re
quest that you support an amendment 
to tl1e game la'\vs of this State provid
ing that a hunting license be req11ired 
to be paid by any one who hunts in a 
county in 'vhicl1 he is a nonresident, 
the fees th11s collected to go to the sup
port of a local game warden, so that 
his compensation will be sufficient to 
justify him in devoting his whole time 
d11ring the hunting season to lool,ing 
after the protection of game and the en-
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forcement of the game laws, also that 
the open seaso11 for do\'es be cl1anged so 
that they n1ay be killed fro1n Septe111-
ber 1st to December 1st, as tl1ey are of 
a migratory nature. and very fe\V can 
now be killed during the open season 011 
account of their scarcity. 

Numerously signed. 

By Senator Hayter: 

erning collections of accounts. The very 
nature of tl1ese la\Vs sl1ow an unn1istak
able tendency to shield tl1e "dead beat'' 
and encourage them in defeatincr pay
ment of their honest debts ra.tl1e~ than 
to reward ho11esty bet\veen man and 
man. Under. t11ese la\vs one may loan 
to another, eitl1er for profit or \Vithout 
compensation, his time, knowledge or 
merchandise, means with which to feed, 

To Hon. J. P. Hayter, State 
the Thirty-first District. 

Senator of clothe and shelter his family, and has 

Beginning with tl1e Constitution of 
the State of 'l,exas, practically every 
man, \Voman and cl1ild, who have had 
matters of trust with their fellowman, 
ha.ve l1ad occasion, in some degree, to 
feel the burdensome effect of the State 
laws governing the collection of · ac
counts. The very nature and construe· 
tion of these laws show an unmistakable 
tendency to shield the ''dead beat'' and 
encourage them in defeating payment of 
their honest debts, rather than to re
ward honesty between man and man. 

Under these laws one may loan to an
other, either for profit, or without com· 
pensation, his time, knowledge or mer
chandise, means \vith which to feed, 
clothe and shelter his family, and has 
no po"rer in any court of justice by 
·which he can enforce collection for same 

' where persons so accommodated refuse 
to pay, and through these laws whicl1 
are tl1e very essence of the base~t char
acter of ''class legislation,'' many a for
tune has been made and lost and many 
alt honest retailer has been censured 
for fail11re for which these laws alone 
are responsible .. 

Tl1erefore, we, the undersigned, do 
most earnestly petition you to vote in 
the coming Legislature in favor of a bill 
submitting to the vote of the people of 
an amendment to the State ·Constitution 
which will pl"ovide the privilecre of a 
creditor to garnisl1ee at least 

0 

25 per 
cent of wages for tl1e payment of a 
deht for the necessaries of life. 

Numero11sly signed. 

By Senator Willacy: 
To Hon. W. N. Adams, State Senator 

Thirty-first Legislat11re of Texas. ' 
Dear Sir: " 7 e hereby submit to vo11 

for your consideration the followfnrr 
t •t b' 

OWi : 

Beginning \Vith tl1e Constitution of 
the State of 1'exas, practically ever)' 
man, '-''Oman and child, who have mat
ters of trulilt with their fello1vman have 
l1ad oceasion, in some (legree, to feel the 
burdensome effect of the State laws gov-

no power in any court of justice by 
which he can force collection for same, 
where persons so accommodated refuse 
to pay, and through these laws, which 
are the .very essence of the basest "class 
legislation,'' many a fortune has been 
lost and many an honest retailer has 
been censured for failure for which 
these laws alone are responsible. 

Therefore, we, the undersig11ed, do 
most earnestly petition you to ''ote in 
the coming Legislature in favor of a 
bill, submitting to the vote of the peo
ple an amendment to the State Consti
tution which will provide tl1e privilecre 
of a creditor to garnishee at least 25 p~r 
cent of wages for the payment of a debt 
made for the necessaries of life. 
. We further wish to call your atten

tion to the fact that in our present 
statutes, a landlord may furnish a ten
ant anything or sell him anythina and 
take pay for same out of tl1e te~ant's 
crop, claiming liis right as landlord to 
do so, ev~n tl1ough the merchant may 
ha,·e f11rn1shed tl1e t~nant's merchandise, 
eve~ necessaries of life, having as se
c11;ity a mortgage on tl1e crop, thereby 
being defrauded out of his ricrl1ts in 
the premises by botl1 landlord a;d ten
ant. 

What \Ve wish to especially call your 
attention to, is this: to modify said la \V 
in such a \Vay as to force the landlortl 
to recognize a mort!ra"e c:riven for mer-• ..__, .._, b b 

c_handise or especially, necessaries of 
life, and to force him to recognize sucl1 
mortgage in settlements and disposition 
of the crops. . 

Another phase of our n1orto-aae laws 
\Ve wish to call yo11r attenti'o; to is 
t~is: The _la,,· as ~t nO\V stands pro
vides that in the disposition of mort
gaged property there m11st sho\V an in
tent to defraud the creditor \Vhich 

' clause is again in favor of the ''dead 
b~at,'' fro1n tl1e fact that a party 1nay 
dispose of mortgaged property and it 
devolves upon tl1e party to •vhom tl1e 
n1ortgage was given to prove tl1at tl1e 
intent '''as to defraud. \Ve thinl.;: this 
part of same should be stricl<en ot1t. 

We s11bmit these facts for your ear-
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nest consideration and we hope your 
earnest s11pport. 

Respectft1lly submitted, 
RETAIL l\IER,C!L<\.NTS' ASSOCIA-

Tl,ON OF BRADY .<\.ND ADJA
C1EN'f TERRITORY. 

Per C~. D. ,<\.LJ,iEN, 
AUG. F. BE;H1RENS, 
ALBERT C. B01GE, 
L1egislative Com1nittee. 

R\• Senator Cofer: 
• 
DPxter, Texas, Dece111ber 31, 1908. 

Hon. 1R. E. Cofer, 1Gainesville. 
Dear Sir a11d l?riend: I respectfully 

e11close tl1is circular \Vl1ich please ki11dly 
i·ea<l a11d do \Yl1at you can to stop the 
describecl traffic and greatly oblige tl1e 
people \\'!10 live in Cooke and bear tl1eir 
part of the bt1rdens of taxation. 

Yours truly, 
J. D. HENRY. 

Enclosure referred to is copy of Drt1g 
\

7 endi11g Bill. 

FIFTH DAY. 

Senate Cl1an1bei-, 
Austin, 'fexa.s, 

Monday, January 18, 1909. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

See Appendix for all petitions and 
1nemorials. 

ST.<\.NDING COMMITI'EE REPORTS. 

See Appendix for all committee re
porti:l. 

REPORT OF SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. 

The Chair laid before the Senate the 
following con1munication from the Ser
geant-at-Arms: 

Austin, Texas, January 13, 1909. 
Hon. A. B. Davidson, President of the 

Senate. 
Sir: I !1ave checked list of articles 

of Senate property, and find the follow-
• • • 1ng m1ss1ng: 

One lounge, 1 rotary cl1air, 2 water 
coolers, 1 large waste basket, 5 feather 
dusters, 9 dust pans, 1 water pail, 15 
to\vels, 1 comb and brush, 1 \vl1isk 
broom, 3 bars Sapolio, l ! dozen lead 
pencils, 11 bottles mucilage, I ball 
t\vine, 284 I-cent \vra ppers, 23 1-cent 
post cards, I rocking cl1air. 

M. F. HORNBUCKLE, 
Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Senate met purst1ant to adjournn1ent, I 'fhe communication \Vas read and re
Liet1tenant Governor A. B. Davidson in ferred to Committee on Contingent Ex-
the chair. penses. 

Roll call, qt1orun1 present, tl1e follo\v-
ing Senators ans\vering to their names: FIRST H'OUSE l\fESSAGE. 

Adams. 
Alexander. 
Bracl1field. 
Br\•an. 

• 
Cofer. 
Greer. 
Harper. 
Ha\·ter. 

• 
Roi se\•. 

• 
Hudspeth. 
l(ellie. 
Masterson. 
l\Ia vfiel d. 

• 
l\Ieacl111m. 
Mttrrav. 

• 

Hume. 

Pa11lt1s. 
Peeler. 
Perkins. 
Real.· 
Sto]{eS. 
Stt1rgeon. 
Terrell of Bowie. 
'ferrell of 

l\IcJ .... ennan. 
'l'l1omas. 
\r ea le. 
\ \i arc!. 
\\'i1tson. 
\\' einert. 
\\iii 1 ac\' . 

• 

Absent. 

Senter. 

• 

Prayer by tl1e Cl1aplain, Rev. H. l\I. 
Sears. 

Pending the reading of the Journal 
of yesterday, on n1otion of Senator 
Terrell of Bo\vie, the same was dis
pensed witl1. 

Hall of the House of Representatives, 
Austin, Texas, January 18, 1909. 

Hon. A. B. Davidson,· President of tl1e 
Senate . 
Sir: I am directed by tl1e House to 

inform tl1e Senate that the House has 
adopted tl1e report of the committee ap-
11ointed to count tl1e vote· and to arrange 
for tl1e ina11gt1ration of the Governor 
and I,ieutenant Governor. 

Respectfully, 
B10B BARKER, 

Cl1icf Cieri{, Ho11se of :Representatives . 

REPORT OF JOINT COl\i::\IITTEE. 

By Senator Alexander: 

Comn1ittee Room, 
Austin, Texas, January 15, 1909. 

Hon. A. B. Davidson, President of the 
Senate, and Hon. A. M. J(ennedy, 
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives. • 
Sirs: Your Joint Committee, ap-


